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CULTURAL PROPERTY 

Memorandum of Understanding 
Between the 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
and GUATEMALA 

Signed at Washington September 29, 1997 

with 

Appendix 

and 

Agreement Extending the Memorandum of Understanding 
Effected by Exchange of Notes at 
Washington September 20 and 23, 2002 

and 

Agreement Extending and Amending 
the Memorandum of Understanding, as Extended 
Effected by Exchange of Notes at 
Guatemala August 23 and 24, 2007 




NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Pursuant to Public Law 89 — 497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 

". . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
evidence ... of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be, 
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof." 



GUATEMALA 



Cultural Property 

Memorandum of understanding signed at Washington 

September 29, 1997; 
Entered into force September 29, 1997. 
With appendix. 

And agreement extending the memorandum of understanding. 
Effected by exchange of notes at Washington 

September 20 and 23, 2002; 
Entered into force Sptember 23, 2002. 
And agreement extending and amending the memorandum of 

understanding, as extended. 
Effected by exchange of notes at Guatemala 

August 23 and 24, 2007; 
Entered into force August 24, 2007. 



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AND 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUATEMALA 
CONCERNING THE IMPOSITION OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 
ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL OBJECTS AND MATERIALS FROM 
THE PRE-COLUMBIAN CULTURES OF GUATEMALA 

The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the Republic of 
Guatemala; 

Acting pursuant to the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting 
and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural 
Property, to which both countries are States Party; and 

Desiring to reduce the incentive for pillage of irreplaceable archaeological objects 
and materials representing the prehispanic cultures of Guatemala: the Maya of the 
Peten Lowlands and the cultures of the Highlands and the Southern Coast; 



Have agreed as follows: 



ARTICLE I 



A. The Government of the United States of America, in accordance with its 
legislation entitled the Convention on Cultural Property Implementation Act, will restrict 
the importation into the United States of the archaeological objects and materials listed in 
the Appendix to this Memorandum of Understanding (hereafter "Designated List") unless 
the Government of the Republic of Guatemala issues a certification or other 
documentation which certifies that such exportation was not in violation of its laws. 

B. The Government of the United States of America shall offer for return to the 
Government of the Republic of Guatemala any object or material on the Designated List 
forfeited to the Government of the United States of America. 

C. Such import restrictions will become effective on the date the Designated List is 
published in the U.S. Federal Register , the official United States Government publication 
providing fair public notice. 

ARTICLE H 

A. The representatives of the Government of the United States of America will 
participate in joint efforts with representatives of the Government of the Republic of 
Guatemala to publicize this Memorandum of Understanding and the reasons for it. 

B. The Government of the United States of America will use its best efforts to 
facilitate technical assistance to Guatemala in cultural resource management and security, 
as appropriate under existing programs in the public and/or private sectors. 

C. Both Governments will seek to encourage academic institutions, non-governmental 
institutions and other private organizations to cooperate in the interchange of knowledge 
and information about the cultural patrimony of Guatemala, and to collaborate in the 



preservation and protection of such cultural patrimony through appropriate technical 
assistance, training and resources. 

D. The Government of the Republic of Guatemala will use its best efforts to permit 
the exchange of its archaeological objects and materials and ethnological materials under 
circumstances in which such exchange does not jeopardize its cultural patrimony, such as 
temporary loans for exhibition purposes and study abroad, and to expedite procedures for 
the export of samples for scientific research. 

E. The Government of the Republic of Guatemala will seek to develop professional 
training programs for archaeologists, ethnologists, and museum staff and public institution 
administrators responsible for cultural patrimony, and to promote the establishment of 
local museums. 

F. Both Governments agree that, in order for United States import restrictions to be 
fully successful in thwarting pillage, the Government of the Republic of Guatemala will 
endeavor to strengthen cooperation within the Central American Region for the protection 
of the cultural patrimony of the region, recognizing that political boundaries and cultural 
boundaries do not coincide; and will actively seek the cooperation of countries with 
significant import trade in Guatemalan archaeological artifacts in protecting its cultural 
property. 

G. The Government of the Republic of Guatemala will use its best efforts to develop a 
prioritized management plan for the effective protection of its cultural resources, and to 
continue to carry out its plans for the strengthening of the Registry of Archaeological, 
Historical, and Artistic Properties. 

H. The Government of the Republic of Guatemala will apply its best efforts to fully 
implement the Law for the Protection of National Cultural Patrimony, Decree 26-97 of 
the Congress of the Republic of Guatemala. 



I. The Government of the Republic of Guatemala will use its best efforts, through 
education and implementation and enforcement of its laws, to improve protection of its 
archaeological patrimony. 

J. The Government of the Republic of Guatemala, in advance of the expiration of the 
five year period of this Memorandum of Understanding, will undertake an assessment with 
regard to improvements in broad areas such as law enforcement, cultural resource 
management, education, conservation, research, and the national museum system. 

ARTICLE III 

The obligations of both Governments and the activities carried out under this 
Memorandum of Understanding shall be subject to the laws and regulations of each 
Government, as applicable, including the availability of funds. 

ARTICLE IV 

A. This Memorandum of Understanding shall enter into force upon signature. It shall 
remain in force for a period of five years, unless extended. 

B. This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended through an exchange of 
diplomatic notes. 

C. The effectiveness of this Memorandum of Understanding will be subject to review 
in order to determine, before the expiration of the five year period of this Memorandum of 
Understanding, whether it should be extended . 



I 

j 

| IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized by their respective 
] Governments, have signed the present Memorandum of Understanding. 



DONE at Washington, in duplicate, this tvifc«\^-n»«\V\ day of September, 

1997, in the English and Spanish languages, both texts being equally authentic. 



FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 



FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF GUATEMALA: 




MEMORANDUM DE ENTEND IMIENTO ENTRE 
EL GOBIERNO DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA 

Y 

EL GOBIERNO DE LA REPUBLICA DE GUATEMALA 
RELATIVO A LA IMPOSICION DE RESTRICCIONES DE IMPORTACION 
DE LOS MATER I ALES U OBJETOS ARQUEOLOGICOS DE LAS CULTURAS 

PRE COLOMB IANAS DE GUATEMALA 



El Gobierno de los Estados Unidos de America y el Gobierno 
de la Republica de Guatemala; 

de conformidad con la Convencion de 1970 de la UNESCO 
sobre las Medidas que deben adoptarse para Prohibir e 
Impedir la Importacion, la Exportacion y la 
Transf erencia de Propiedad Ilicitas de Bienes 
Culturales, de la cual ambos paises son Estados Partes; 

y 

con el fin de reducir los incentivos para el saqueo de 
los materiales u objetos arqueologicos irremplazables 
que representan las culturas prehispanicas de 
Guatemala: el pueblo Maya de las tierras bajas del 
Peten y las culturas del Altiplano y de la Costa Sur; 

Acuerdan : 



ARTICULO I 



A. El Gobierno de los Estados Unidos de America, de 

conf ormidad con las disposiciones de la Ley de Ejecucion de 
la Convencion de la Propiedad Cultural, restringira la 
importacidn, a los Estados Unidos, de los materiales u 
objetos arqueologicos contenidos en la lista del Apendice 
del presente Memorandum de Entendimiento (en lo sucesivo "la 
Lista de Designacion"), a menos que el Gobierno de la 
Republica de Guatemala emita un certificado u otro documento 
que de fe del hecho de que dicha exportacion no viola sus 
leyes . 

B. El Gobierno de los Estados Unidos de America ofrecera 
el retorno al Gobierno de la Republica de Guatemala de 
cualquier material u objeto de la Lista de Designacion 
decomisado por el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos de America. 

C. Dichas restricciones a las importaciones cobraran vigor 
en la fecha en que la Lista de Designacion se haya publicado 
en el U.S. Federal Register , que es el organo oficial del 
Gobierno de los Estados Unidos que brinda aviso publico de 
manera justa. 

ARTICULO II 

A. Los representantes del Gobierno de los Estados Unidos 
de America participaran en esfuerzos conjuntos con los 
representantes del Gobierno de la Republica de Guatemala con 
el fin de divulgar este Memorandum de Entendimiento y las 
razones que lo motivan. 



B. El Gobierno de los Estados Unidos de America hara sus 
mejores esfuerzos para facilitar asistencia tecnica 
apropiada a Guatemala en el campo de la administracion y 
seguridad de los recursos culturales, de conformidad con los 
programas existentes en los sectores publicos y/o privados. 

C. Ambos gobiernos buscaran motivar a las instituciones 
academicas, no gubernamentales y otras organizaciones 
privadas a cooperar en el intercambio de conocimientos e 
informacion sobre el patrimonio cultural de Guatemala y a 
colaborar en la conservacion y proteccion de dicho 
patrimonio cultural por medio de asistencia tecnica, 
capacitacion y recursos adecuados. 

D. El Gobierno de la Republica de Guatemala hara sus 
mejores esfuerzos para permitir el intercambio de sus 
materiales u objetos arqueologicos y etnologicos en 
circunstancias en las que dicho intercambio no ponga en 
peligro su patrimonio cultural, como por ejemplo en la forma 
de prestamos temporales para exposiciones y estudios en el 
extranjero, y para acelerar los procedimientos para exportar 
muestras con el fin de realizar investigacion cientifica. 

E. El Gobierno de la Republica de Guatemala buscara 
desarrollar programas de capacitacion profesional para 
arqueologos, etnologos y personal de museos y 
administradores de las entidades publicas responsables del 
patrimonio cultural, y promover la creacion de museos 
locales . 

F. Ambos gobiernos estan de acuerdo en que, para que las 
restricciones impuestas por los Estados Unidos a las 
importaciones logren impedir el saqueo, el Gobierno de la 
Republica de Guatemala se empenara en fortalecer la 



cooperacion en la region Centroamericana para proteger el 
patrimonio cultural de la region, reconociendo el hecho de 
que las fronteras politicas y las fronteras culturales no 
coinciden; y buscara activamente la cooperacion de paises 
con importaciones signif icativas de objetos arqueologicos de 
Guatemala para proteger su propiedad cultural. 

G. El Gobierno de la Republica de Guatemala hara sus 
mejores esfuerzos para desarrollar un plan de administracion 
priorizado para la proteccion efectiva de sus bienes 
culturales; y para continuar ejecutando sus planes para el 

f ortalecimiento del Registro de la Propiedad Arqueologica, 
Historica y Artistica. 

H. El Gobierno de la Republica de Guatemala hara sus 
mejores esfuerzos para ejecutar plenamente la Ley para la 
Proteccion del Patrimonio Cultural de la Nacion, Decreto 
26-97 del Congreso de la Republica de Guatemala. 

I. El Gobierno de la Republica de Guatemala hara sus 
mejores esfuerzos, por medio de la educacion y la ejecucion 
y aplicacion de sus leyes, para mejorar la proteccion de su 
patrimonio arqueologico . 

J. El Gobierno de la Republica de Guatemala, previo al 
vencimiento del periodo de cinco anos del presente 
Memorandum de Entendimiento, emprendera la evaluacion de las 
mejoras logradas en general en los campos de la aplicacion 
de la ley, el manejo de los recursos culturales, la 
educacion, conservacion, investigacion y el sistema de 
museos nacionales. 



ARTICULO III 



Las obligaciones de ambos Gobiernos y las actividades que se 
lleven a cabo de conformidad con el presente Memorandum de 
Entendimiento quedan sujetas a las leyes y reglamentos de 
cada Gobierno, segun proceda, incluyendo los que se refieren 
a la disponibilidad de fondos. 

ARTICULO IV 

A. Este Memorandum de Entendimiento entrara en vigor al 
momento de firmarse. Permanecera vigente durante un periodo 
de cinco anos, a menos que se prorrogue. 

B. Este Memorandum de Entendimiento se puede enmendar por 
medio del intercambio de notas diplomaticas . 

C. La vigencia de este Memorandum de Entendimiento estara 
sujeta a una revision que se realizara con el fin de 
determinar, previo al vencimiento del periodo de cinco anos de 
vida del Memorandum de Entendimiento, si se debe prorrogar. 



EN FE DE LO CUAL firman este Memorandum de Entendimiento 
los suscritos, quienes estan debidamente autorizados por 
respectivos Gobiernos para hacerlo. 



sus 



HECHO en Washington, por duplicado, el utA*\«. ^eMt dia 

del mes de septiembre de mil novecientos noventa y siete, 
en ingles y en castellano; ambos textos son igualmente 
autenticos . 



POR EL GOBIERNO DE LOS 
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA: 



POR EL GOBIERNO DE LA 
REPUBLICA DE GUATEMALA: 




I 



LIST OF DESIGNATED ARCHAEOLOGICAL OBJECTS AND MATERIALS 

FROM GUATEMALA 



Pursuant to a Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the 
United States of America and the Government of the Republic of Guatemala, the 
following contains descriptions of the archaeological objects and materials for which the 
United States imposes import restrictions under the Convention on Cultural Property 
Implementation Act (P.L. 97-446), the legislation enabling implementation of the 1970 
UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, 
Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property. The Designated List below 
subsumes all categories of Maya objects from the Peten Lowlands for which emergency 
import restrictions have been in place since 199 1 . With publication of the Designated List 
below, protection of the Peten Maya materials continues without interruption. The 
Designated List includes archaeological materials known to originate in Guatemala, 
ranging in date from approximately 12,000 B.C. to A.D. 1524, and including, but not 
limited to, objects comprised of ceramic, metal, stone, shell, and animal bone that 
represent cultures of the Maya of the Peten Lowlands and include, but are not limited to, 
the cultures of the Highlands and the Southern Coast. 

The public is reminded that monumental and architectural sculpture, murals and 
stelae have been and continue to be restricted from importation under the 1972 Pre- 
Columbian Monumental or Architectural Sculpture or Murals Statute (19 USC 2091- 
2095). 



Chronological Table 

State Substage Dates 



Preclassic Stage 


Early Preclassic 


2000/1500 B.C. 


-600 B.C. 




Preclassic 


600 B.C. 


-400 B.C. 




Late Preclassic 


400 B.C. 


- 250 A.D. 


Classic Stage 


Early Classic 


250 A D 


- 550 A.D 




Late Classic 


550 A.D 


- 900 A.D 


Postclassic Stage 


Early Postclassic 


900 A.D. 


- 1250 AD 




Late Postclassic 


1250 AD. 


- 1524 A.D 



I. Ceramic/Terracotta/Fired Clay - A wide variety of decorative techniques are used on 
all shapes: fluting, gouged or incised lines and designs, modeled carving, and 
painted polychrome or bichrome designs of human or animal figures, mythological 



NOTE: Appendix done in English only. 
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scenes or geometric motifs. Small pieces of clay modeled into knobs, curls, faces, 
etc., are often applied to the vessels. Bowls and dishes may have lids or tripod 
feet. 



A. Common Vessels 

1. Vases (10-25 cm height) 

2. Bowls (8 - 15 cm height) 

3. Dishes and plates (27 - 62 cm diameter) 

4. Jars (12.5 - 50 cm height) 

B. Special Forms 

1. Drums - polychrome painted and plain (35 - 75 cm height) 

2. Figurines - human and animal form (6 - 15 cm height) 

3. Whistles - human and animal form (5 - 10 cm height) 

4. Rattles - human and animal form (5 - 7 cm height) 

5. Miniature vessels (5 - 10 cm height) 

6. Stamps and seals - engraved geometric design, various sizes and shapes. 

7. Effigy vessels - in human or animal form (16 - 30 cm height) 

8. Incense burners - elaborate painted, applied and modeled decoration in 
form of human figures (25 - 50 cm height) 

II. Stone (jade, obsidian, flint, alabaster /calcite, limestone, slate, and other) 

A. Figurines - human and animal (7 - 25 cm height) 

B. Masks - incised decoration and inlaid with shell, human and animal faces (20 - 
25 cm length) 

C. Jewelry - various shapes and sizes. 

1. Pendants 

2. Earplugs 

3. Necklaces 

D. Tools and Weapons 

1 . Arrowheads (3 - 7 cm length) 

2. Axes, adzes, celts (3 - 16 cm length) 

3. Blades (4 - 15 cm length) 
3. Chisels (20 - 30 cm length) 
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4. Spear points (3 - 10 cm length) 

5. Eccentric shapes (10 - 15 cm length) 

6. Grinding stones (30 - 50 cm length) 

E. Vessels and Containers 

1. Bowls (10 -25 cmht) 

2. Plates/Dishes (15 - 40 cm diameter) 

3 . Vases (6 -23 cm height) 

III. Metal (gold, silver, or other) - Cast or beaten into the desired form, decorated with 
engraving, inlay, punctured design or attachments. Often in human or stylized 
animal forms. 

A. Jewelry - various shapes and sizes. 

1. Necklaces 

2. Bracelets 

3. Disks 

4. Earrings or earplugs 

5. Pendants 

B. Figurines (5 - 10 cm height) 

C. Masks (15 - 25 cm length) 

IV. Shell - Decorated with cinnabar and incised lines, sometimes with jade applied. 

A. Figurines - human and animal (2 - 5 cm height) 

B. Jewelry - various shapes and sizes. 

1 . Necklaces 

2. Bracelets 

3. Disks 

4. Earrings or earplugs 

5. Pendants 

C. Natural Forms - often with incised designs, various shapes and sizes. 
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V. Animal Bone - Carved or incised with geometric and animal designs and glyphs. 

A. Tools - various sizes. 

1. Needles 

2. Scrapers 

B. Jewelry - various shapes and sizes. 

1. Pendants 

2. Beads 

3. Earplugs 



The Department of State refers to the Memorandum of 
' Understanding Between the Government of the United States of 
America and the Government of the Republic of Guatemala 
Concerning the Imposition of Import Restrictions on 
Archaeological Objects and Materials from the Pre-Columbian 
Cultures of Guatemala done at Washington on September 29, 1997 
(hereinafter referred to as *the MOU*) . 

The Department proposes that, pursuant to Article IV A of 
the MOU, the MOU be extended for an additional five-year period. 

If the foregoing proposal is acceptable to the Government 
of the Republic of Guatemala, the Department of state proposes 
that this note and the Embassy's note in reply, shall constitute 
an agreement to extend the mou, which shall enter into force 
on the date of your note in reply and shall be effective 
September 23, 2002. 

Department of State, 

Washington, Septenber 20, 2002 




DIPLOMATIC NOTE 





N-31 No. 



La Embajada de la Republica de Guatemala ante el Gobiemo de los Estados Unidos 
de America, saluda muy atentamente al Departamemo de Estado y tieae el honor de acusar 
reoibo de su Nota Diplomatica de fecha veinte de septiembre de dos mil dos, misma que 
hace referencia al Memorandum de Entendimiento emre el Gobiemo de los Estados 
Unidos de America y el Gobiemo de la Republica de Guatemala relativo a la imposicion 
dc rcstriccianes de importation a los materiales u objetos arqueol6gicos de las colturas 
precolornbinas de Guatemala, suscrito en Washington el veintinueve de septiembre de mil 
novecientos noventa y siete, en lo sucesivo, "el Memorandum", que en sus partes 
conducentcs dice lo siguiente: 

"El Departamento de Estado hace referencia al Memorandum de Entendimiento 
cntre cl Gobiemo de los Estados Unidos de America y el Gobiemo de la Republica de 
Guatemala relativo a la imposicion de restricciones de importation a los materiales u 
objetos arqueologicos de las cultures precolornbinas de Guatemala, suscrito en Washington 
el 29 de septiembre dc 1997, en lo sucesivo, "el Memorandum". 

El Departamento propone que, confonne al parrafo A del ariiculo IV del 
Memorandum, este sea prorrogado por un periodo adicional de cinco anos. 

Si la propuesta anterior resulta aceptable para el Gobiemo dc la Republica de 
Guatemala, el Departamento de Estado propone que la presente nota y la nota de respuesta 
de la Embajada constituyan el acuerdo de prorrogar el Memorandum, que entrara en vigor 
en la fecha de su nota dc respuesta y regira a partir del 29 de septiembre de 2002." 
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1 



La Embajada de la Reptiblica de Guatemala xiene a honia comunicar al 



Gobiexno de Guatemala, y confinna que su Nota Diplomatica antBiiormcnte trans crita y 
esta Nora Diplomatica de respuesta deberan formalizar el acuerdo entre los Gobiemos de 
Estados Unidos de America y la Republica de Guatemala, mismo que se peifecciona en 
esta misma fecha y cuyo plazo comenzaia a correr a partir del veintinueve de septiembre 
de dos mil dos. 

La Embajada de la Republica de Guatemala aprovecha esta oporcunidad para 
reitexarle al Departamento de Estado las muestras de la mas aha y distinguida 
consideration. 

Embajada de la Republica de Guatemala 



Departamento de Estado que la propuesta mencionada anteriormente es aceptable para el 



Washington, veintines de septiembre de 2002 




2 



U.S. Department of State 
Office of Language Services 
Translating Division 




LS No. 08-2007-0026 
Spanish/English 
JF/ 



Translation 



Embassy of Guatemala 
Washington, D.C. 
[Stamp] 



No. N-3 1/000730 

The Embassy of the Republic of Guatemala in the United States of America 
presents its compliments to the Department of State and has the honor to acknowledge 
receipt of its diplomatic note dated September 20, 2002, referring to the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Government of the United States of America and the 
Government of the Republic of Guatemala concerning the Imposition of Import 
Restrictions on Archeological Objects and Materials from the Pre-Columbian Cultures of 
Guatemala done at Washington on September 29, 1997 (hereinafter referred to as "the 
MOU"), the pertinent parts of which read as follows: 



The Embassy of the Republic of Guatemala has the honor to inform the 
Department of State that the above-mentioned proposal is acceptable to the Government 
of Guatemala and hereby confirms that its diplomatic note, transcribed above, and this 
diplomatic note in reply shall constitute an agreement between the Governments of the 



[The Spanish translation of the above-mentioned United States 
Embassy note of September 20, 2002, agrees in all substantive 
respects with the original English text.] 



United States of America and the Republic of Guatemala, which shall enter into force 
this date and be effective beginning September 29, 2002. 
[Complimentary close] 

Embassy of the Republic of Guatemala 
Washington, September 23, 2002 
[Initialed] 
[Embassy stamp] 



\o 245 



The Embassy of she United States of America presents its compliments to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Guatemala and has the honor to refer 
to the Menu h j dun; : Jnd erst an ding Between the Government of (he United States 
of America and the Government of the R ;-pi bhc pt'CiuaUmila Concerning the 
Imposition of Impi Rcstrietio ; n Arm . a Oh :".s d M:s; rials Iron ih ■ 
"Pre-Columbian Cultures of Guateima^ signed at Washington Senu-rcher 29. 1997, as 
extended (hereinafter referred to as 'Iks MOD"). 

I'ho fcmha^y, ■ ■:) Mialf ofthe Gi--\ .■.:i;r...n: of ;he I "r:::t- t : S;.'u-: pf Articrkv.. 
proposes that, pursuant to Article IV. A of the \ J( >U, the MOU be extended for an 
additional five-year period. 

The Embassy further proposes ft; I j i mi to Article IV. B of the MOU, the 
MOU he amended by deleting Article E and replacing it with the attached revised 
Article II. 



!)I'M OMATIC NOTE 



: 



If the foregoing proposals are acceptable to the Ministry of Foreign Affair, 
the Embassy proposes that this note, including the attached revised Article !I, and the 
Ministry's note in reply, shall constitute an agreement to amend and extend the 
MOli, which shall enter into force on the date of your note in reply and shall lake 
effect on September 29, 2007. 

1'hu Kmb ;sy or the L'mted States : ica avails itsdf of this opportunity : 

to renew to the Mi:iii,ir> of Foreign A flairs of the Republic of ('■i-.ttrmala the 

assarances of its highest consideration. 

Attachment: 

As stated. 

Embassy of the United States of America. 
Guatemala, 23 August 2007, 




.■:■:■/:■■ Revised Article II 

A. The Government of the United Stated of America and the Government of the 
Republic of Guatemala shall undertake efforts to publicize this Memorandum of 
Understanding and the reasons for it 

B. The Government of the United Stales of America shall use its best efforts to 
provide technical support to the Republic of Guatemala in archaeological heritage 
management border security, and other preventive activities, as appropriate 
through available programs in the public and/or private sectors. 

C. Both Govrametm shall eo&Sms to engage academic institutions, non- 
governmental institutions and other private organizations in the dissemination and . 
appreciation of knowledge about the cultural patrimony of the Republic of 
Guatemala, aid to collaborate in the protection ofsacb cultural patrimony through: 
appropriate management, consci . it; . nd public awareness efforts, 

D. The Government of the Republic of Guatemala shall use its best efforts to 
facilitate die exchange of its arcbaeoliv.ical objects mid material-, under 
circtimstanees that do not jeopardize its cultural patrimony, soch as temporary 
Joans for uxhibition purposes arid scit-mnic examination. 

S. The- Government of the Republic iif Guatemala shall continue collaborating wirh 
communities to reduce the incentive for looting ofarekaooluim.v.l sites through . 
monitoring and _n'.hree ment of cxistinc Lws. 

F. The Government of the Republic ol (."i-i.itoni.iia shall continue its progress on the 
reuisuatmn of si! known archaeological materials in the country, and vigorously 
promote compliance by private collectors with the national law requiring 
registration. 

G. The Govemmen: of the Republic of Oi.itcmala shui! u:\Leijhc \r, rimd-ino 

damage to arc nosological sites by reducing the ose \-f fire and the presence of 
livestock di protected areas, and shall nan-ee nop. dcr.ir-.Mivt: and sustainable 
methods of using archaeological resoun: t-f. for ivoin<mic henedtf 

H. The Government of die Republic of tiL.i:emaij shall corm.nuc ■■ ■ play a leadership 
role wiihin the Central American Rce.'.on for :hc prourtior. of the c-fnoj! 

patrimony id tr.c region; and seek cooperation in nnUecrmg its cnhural p:np:.'-:<. 
with other countries that have a atgmdeant import trade in Guatemalan 
archaeological facts. 

'■: ■■: -\[ :: iti m nfth . ' : . . u;.r pi :• >d of this Memorandum of 

. i .-. - 1 f r Government >l ■ kcpnnlic of Gi..uo; . . . .■■ 

assessment o nh regard to improvements in broad mc»$ such as law enforce; neat, 
cultural resource management, education, conservation, research, and the national 
museum system. 



MINISTERIO l*f. RELACK >NE S K -. 1 E U U >RES 
EEPUBLICA DE GUATEMALA, C.A 



& Mtaii&Mi:.- de Relaciortw Exteriores de la Ftepublica '? Guate rtala a la Embaji da de 

ios Sstotte UnKtot d* Am#ri« par* wumnt roobo * m wsf* No. 245 fehsda a!23d« §§«fo l# 20o? 
qw tfterafeneate to to »ljjutemt; 

■La Embajada tie fcs Estatos Unidas An>*ica pissenta :.; sa-ulos al Miristtsfio tie 

Reladones Exteriores m la RepobStca & Guaterrs'a y teene e; ftoror <te rcfsrirss ai Memorando <te 
E-itendimiento en&s #5 Goaemo de tes Estados Untfjoa *» Am&fea y el Gobierno tte b Repi.fcii:a -m 
Qoaimsiit «h»* a la imposition * Rssiricdcnes 3e 5rapert«dte> da tes Materials « Obfetos Ait^j&jtecs 
ds as Cuituras Precotorbtnas d« Guatemala, fiasco *n Waswgton. el 29 as sepiiertl^o de 1997, con sus 
I ■ -. Dgas aoelanie dein i ■ lado e ME). 

U Embajada. en asm*** del Gtto&m e* m E&tfes JnWcs da An«r oa. propose soe, ccrfcrrw ai • 
Artfcuto fv A del MS, fesJe so piafragus par draw afk* ms$. 

La Eftibejada propooe ?arefel#. qt», eodmm »» artt'eulo l¥ ,S «tet ME, el ME sea mtmm&sk> mediants 
'-.[«■"•■; ■ icr. del Articiilo i|. reempteataJete cor, el At&ute if modifcado que s* aojoota. 

S; ies antwfere* propuesras son aceptabies para el Ministario de Relaciones Exferiores, fa Embajada 
propone <m este flete, junto cor? el Articuto II mtBsafo adj«Rf© y la note de respuesia Efei Minsterio, 
coosftuyan w aoiaftSa para enmendar y prorrogar et ME, el oral otfami est vigor an ia fscha da su nota ds 
wpuetfa jr efecio as 29 de septterobre de 2007, 



HONORABLE 

EMBAJADA DE LOS EST ADOS UKIOOS DE AMERICA 

CiUOAD m GUATEMALA 



MINISTER 0 DE RFI \C10NKS EX rRKIORES 
HEFUBLICA BE GUATEMALA, CA. 



La Embaptia d* tos Esiaies Umfas d» Am&ica aprcwrfw la cpwtunicttf para reiterar al Minisfsrio d# 
Reiaaocws g xtsriwess las wguridackss tl# su mis ate c-josrieraaon. 

is Iftdksco. 

Emtapds de lot Sstedos Urdos tit America, 
■■ ■■ late r , la ;', de as esto de 200?,' 

En respuesta, ei Mhisteric de Relacioneu Erteriorw, «n nombre del Gobierno da la Republics 
de Guatemala, se gomplac* en comunicar a la Honorabfa Embajada da Ion Estados Unidos de America 
que iodos io* terminos d* ia propuerta que se encuenlran en la nota iransertta son aceptados. Per 
consigutente, cftcha nota y la presents, incluyendo oi Articulo ll enmendado adjunto, constituyen un 
Aeuerdo entre ambos Gobiernos para enmandar y prorrogar el Memorandum de Entendfmiento t) cual 
aurttra efecto el 29 de Septiembra d* 2007. 

El Mlnisterio de Ri Iscionea Exteriow d« : s Republics de Gi atamala apro recha la oport jridad 
para rartoi a -,'> Ho rable Erne ijada ±- I \e I stado s Unidt i Amir c • ■ testimonio ■■■■■ s mas alta 

Guatemala. 24 agosto da 2007 




VlCtfflieiii/* leUeiamcf KitcritKu 



Memorandum tie EfttCrtdtauenta cut re ia Republics de Guatemala y los Estados 
- Vn\6o$ de America ■ 

Arttculo fl Revi$ado 

A, Ei Gobierno Is Republica de Guatemala y el Gobierno de los Estados Unidos 
cte Araerica se comprometeran a dlvulgar «st present* Memorandum de 
Entendimiento y las raton«s 4*1 fiaisiBO. 

B. El Oobietao & los Estados Ostdos de America: conrinuara realizahdo sus mejores 
csfucrzos para stiministrar apoyo tecnico a ia Republica de Guatemala en la 

tid - del patrimonio g eguri •:.;.>■ . nte ... ■ r<xras =■ idades de 

prevencidn, segun corresponda, a traves de los programas vigentss en los sectores 

pubJieo y privado. 

C \ffibos gobiemos continuaren surnando 5 ; participsdon ; ; instituciones 
ac&t&sicas, instituciones no gubernamentates y otias organizaeiones del sector 
privado e la divulgacion 3 la valoracioi del conocimiento sobre si patrimonio 
cultural de Ja Repiiblica de Guatemala, y colaborando en la proteccion de dicho 
patrimonio rnediante iniciativas pertir.er.tes para ia gestion, conservaci6n j 
sensibilizacion al publico. 

• ■. El Gobi< rno Je 1 1 Repiibli . de Gi oti maia nuarii ha • • r.do o ■■, ■ - este i st 

alcance para Facilitar cl intercambio de objetos y rnateriales arqueoldgicos en 
;ircunstanc as no pongar ei peligro . i trimonio culm d < . catidad de 
prestamos temporal para fines dc csposicion y examen cientifko. 

E. El Gobierno de ia Republics de Guatemala conrinuara trabajando con Iss 
comunidades •:. de reriucii -: incentive para ri ;aqueo dc lo: sitios 

arqueol6gicos rnediante vigilancia > apiicactdn de las ieves vige:<trs. 

F El Gobiemti : -. a Republic! tie G latema i proseguirS in .t varices en el 
registro de todus los materiales arqueologicos conocidos «•:•. id pah. > propic>ar.d.-* 

decididamente e! cumplimteniu de !;i fey naciona! que cmpuia el re&kuro por 

G Bl Gob srnc !e la Republics de Gi emala -.■ :omprom«; i ni igar e! iafk a ■ ■■ 
sitim artjueoiogicos mediante Ia reducci&n del uso del fucgo y la preseneia de 
ganado en sonas protegidas, y aplicara metodos tio destructive-* y sostenibles a! 
utilizai ' is recurs ■. arqucol6g« 3S para benef.cio cconomico. 

H. 63 Gobierno de la Repiiblica dc Guatemala Aeguira descmpsntir Jo '.ma fyacies de 
liderazgo ia Region de America Central para la protcccion ds! patrimonio 
cultural de la rep/ion; y continuarj buscando coopcracion ?. f:n dc protegee su 
propiedad cultural cor, otros poi'se.; que rnantieaen reiaciones comerciales dc 
importacion considerables en artufactos :Tqucolugico? guatcmaltccos. 

* Con ariteri* t c id a! vc !:rtienty del pen'odo quinqueual de este Memorandum da 
Enswdtmiento, ei Gobierno de is Bsp&btim de Guatemala Jiev«g a cabo ana 
evaJuscton con respecto a las mejoras en zmsas ampHas como cuitipiunietito de la 



ley, gesiidit de lm rccur&os cukurales, «sdtiC8d6n } conswvHcion. invest] g&c»<Sn y ci 
sistema national de rauseos. / ■ ; v^*->#r':'^®* :: ^;:- : - ; ^'-^" 
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MINISTERIO DE REI ^CiONES '-J ["ERIORES 
REPOBLiCA DE GUATEMALA, CA 



y0 : ^\ ^ W : ^ Courtesy Transfcrttorj . 

Tim Ministry of Porting Affairs ©f the Rffpub.ic of St»t«M^ praaenti its compliments to the 
Erabatsf $1 ft* On IM Status of J*»rtei to acknowledge receipt of n ote No. 245 4tikt on August 
23, 2007 wMeh if»m% states the WWns; 

The Emba isy .-' ■ United Si s!es of ■ presents te cowmen* to the Ministry ol foreign 

Affete elite Repufc '< ■-. Suaterra , 3rd has fie fx;-:.- to refer to the Me-twrandum of Understanding 
BeOwtn the Government af trie Urvttod States a! Amen a ar* the Stwemme it ai the Republic of 
Qwiefifflte Concerning the Imposition of import Restrictions on Archaeological Objects art ifcNriab torn 
the I^CsliB^an Cu'fcuw of Owfenala signed si VfttMngtofi September 59, 1997. as extfinrtfid 
ftawfesfef rsfewti to as 'the MOU"). 

The Embassy, on behalf cf the Government of the United Statss of Ar.o -ica, proposes Ihat 
pursuant to MSdw IV .- of tr e MOU. tie MOU be extended for m smonai fea-year period. 

The Embassy Verier proposfis m, pwtmv. to Aflkh IV. 8 of tha VOL', the MOU be amentisd 
by dri-,-'/-: Artie e !i i ncj repiac:ng it with the =*tt i hi .-■ revisec Artels il 

If the fceeserc rasa's are aoafsptebte fc tha W&fcby of Foxeigf) Afairs. fte Efrcayy 
props** *at this rcto. irtfi^hg «t« atbcfexi it.'.s&i mAs l{, ana the Vn-str/s r>cte in reply, shaii 
ccrwStrte an «g»fen»nr k> wntad and «xi»fia ** MOU, wnich shal) snt»t hfo foe© on Me data of y. j- 
note to ratty and *hst& tsfc* effect on September 29, 2007, 

flit Embassy of ifta United States of A>rerkki avails itself of tfcs eppur tun : > tn renew to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of trie Republic of Quateit.afe tie assurances of ib highest CQRskkrstkxv 

Attachment 

Assisted. 

HONORABLE 

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
GUATEMALA CITY 



MINISTERIO OE REUCIONES EXTERIORES 
RWPlj&UCA OE GUATEMALA, CA 



Embassy of the linked State of America, 

Guatemala . 23 August 2007.* ; ^ ^ , ; 

As a response, the Mfrittfy of Foreign Affairs, on behalf of the Government M the 
Republic of Guatemala, is pleased to conve As Honesabi* Fmbassy of the United States of 
America that all terms ol proposal found ?n the ? are a« epted. Therefore, said 

rtoti and the present one including e i-> hed revised Article II constitute an Agreement 
between both of 001 Governments to amend and extend the MOU which shall tad i effect on 
September 29, 2007. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affaire of the Republic of Guatemala ta'tes this opportunity to 

renew the Hoi oi ible Embaasy of the United States " America the issuances of its highest a id 



Guatemala, August 24. 2007 



United Slates of Aroej ica-Republ re of Guatemala Memorandum of Understanding : 

Extcruion 2007 1 
Revised Article If 

A. He Government of the United Stales of America and the Government of fee 
Republic of Guatemala shell undertake efforts to publicize this Memorandum of 
Owfemmiing and the reasons for it 

B. The Government of the United States of America shall use its best efforts to 
provide technical support to the Republic of Guatemala is archaeological heritage 
management I >rdei se-cwrity and othei preventive .- tivifies, appropriate 
through available programs in the public and/or private sectors. 

C. Both Governments shall continue to engage academic institutions, non- 
governmental institutions and other private organizations in the dissemination and 
appreciation knowledge he cultural patrimonj of the Republic of 
Cw«£«aud«, and to collaborate in the. protection of such cultural patrimony through 
appropriate management, conservation, and public awarsncis efforts. 

D. Th; Governtr.cn oi the b ; .. Guatemala u .: bcsl efforts to 
facilitate the exchange of : : ; archaeological >bjev.is tnd materials under 
cii ;umstanccs Ji; do not jeopard its cultural patrimon; uch as temporary 
loans i > exhibit on purposes and i i< n ific ^gjunloation. 

E. The Government of the Republic of Guatemala shall continue collaborating with 

communities to reduce the mceriiiVe for looting of archjtoofogicsi sites through 
monitoring and enforcement of existing laws. 

F. 71ms Government of the Republic of Guatemala shall continue its progress cn the 
registration of all known archaeological materials in die country, and vigorously 
promote compliance by private collectors with the nation*! law requiring 
registration. 

G. The Government of the Republic of Guatemala ih.nl ur.den.ake to mitigate 
damage to archaeological sites bv reducing the use of fhe :;r.J the presence of 
|i estock .•■ protected irea: and pursue non-des i. md sostahi b.'-j 
methods of umiii archaeological resnv.rv.es for c n ..... ncril 

H. The Government of the Republic of Guatemala shall continue to play a leadership 
role within the Central American Region for the protection of the cultural 

patrimonj ■ f the regit n and ssek cooperation in protecting its cultural property 
with other countries that have a significant import trade in Guatemalan ■ 
archaeological artifacts 

I. In advance of the expiration of the five-year period of this Mftrnorandmn of 
Understanding, this Government of :1 1 Rapu! >li c of Guatemala shall undertake an 
assessment with r*gard to hnptowos s m bi in: ■ :urh 1.1 lav enfi cem 1: 
cultural fosource management, education, cons«r\ ntiou. research, and the national 
museum systctn. 



